Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 113 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.107; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.6.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 18 H 20 N 2 O 4 , contains one half-molecule. The molecule lies on an inversion centre and is roughly planar, the chains between the two pyridine rings being only slightly twisted, with torsion angles ranging from 170.9 (1) to 177.2 (1) . Weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds result in the formation of a three-dimensional network.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Banfi et al. (2002) ; Magden & Basel (1984) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Magden & Basel, 1984) . Also, it can be used as a ligand designed for the self-assembly of coordination frameworks and architectures (Banfi et al., 2002) ;
The title compound is arranged around an inversion centre located in the middle of the C9-C9 i bond [symmetry code:(i)
The molecule is roughly planar, the chains between the two pyridyl rings being only slightly twisted with torsion angles ranging from 170.9 (1) to 177.2 (1)° .
Weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 ) result in the formation of a three dimensionnal network and 0.97 Å (methylene) with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C)].
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of the molecular structure of (I)with the atoms labelling scheme. Displacement ellopsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level and H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 
Geometric parameters (Å, °)
O1-C7 1.3489 (14) C4-H4 0.9300
